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deducts the real estate and machinery taxable locally, and
divides the remainder by the mileage in the state. The
resulting value per mile is then taxed at the usual rate of
the property tax, each county getting its share.

The tendency seems to be toward the mileage tax; for
several commonwealths, like Alabama and Connecticut, which
formerly levied a gross receipts tax, have now substituted
the tax on mileage. In Vermont also the telegraph com-
panies may elect to pay, in lieu of the tax on gross earnings,
sixty cents per mile of pole and one line of wire, plus forty
cents per mile for each additional wire. On the other hand
Minnesota, which formerly (since 1867) levied a mileage
tax, changed it in 1887 to a gross receipts tax, and in 1891
again changed to a tax on property, now assessed by a board
of equalization. These instances show the utter lack of
uniformity or principle in American taxation.

Telephone companies have lately been subjected to special
taxes in all but one of the same commonwealths. In ten
cases, the tax is the same as that on telegraph companies;l
in the remaining cases it is slightly different. Thus, in
Connecticut it is twenty-five cents per mile of wire and
seventy cents for each telephone transmitter ; in Florida,
it is $100 on each telephone plant in each county,
unless the line is less than twenty-five miles long, when
it is only $25; in Georgia, it is one dollar for each tele-
phone station or box; in Kentucky, one-quarter of one
per cent on gross receipts 5 in New Hampshire, the usual
property tax; in Mississippi, it is graded according to the
number of subscribers ; in Texas, twenty-five cents for each
telephone ; in Wisconsin, a " license fee " of one and a half
per cent on gross receipts ; and in Virginia, a general prop-
erty tax, a license tax of $100 and a gross earnings tax of
one per cent.

Express companies are subject to much the same taxes
as telegraph companies. Fourteen commonwealths tax them

1 Indiana, Iowa, Louisiana, Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, North
Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and Vermont.